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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Before examination of the referenced application, kindly amend claims 5, 7, 9, 11, 
14 and 15 as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

5. (Amended once) The nucleic acid molecule of claim 1, wherein the 
hypersensitivity sequences (b) contain mutations resulting in a modified DNAse I 
hypersensitivity, SI hypersensitivity and/or altered interaction with transcription factors. 



7. (Amended once) A recombinant vector containing the nucleic acid molecular of 
claim 1. 



9. (Amended once) A recombinant host cell which contains a nucleic acid molecule 
according to claim 1 . 
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11. (Amended once) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound which 
is capable of regulating the expression of the MCP-1 gene by directly or indirectly 
interacting with the nucleic acid sequence (b) of claim 1. 

14. (Amended once) A method for the treatment of atherosclerosis or cancer 
comprising administering an effective amount of the nucleic acid molecule of claim 1 to a 
patient in need of such treatment. 

15. (Amended once) The method according to claim 14, wherein the cancer is a 
cervical carcinoma. 
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REMARKS 



Entry of the foregoing amendments are respectfully requested. The amendments to 
the claims are supported at least by the claims as originally filed. These amendments do 
not introduce any prohibited new matter and serve to more distinctly claim the subject 
matter. 

Should the Examiner have any questions concerning the subject application, a 
telephone call to the undersigned would be appreciated. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Burns, D^ane, SwBCkER/& Mathis, L.L.P. 





Teresa Stanek Rea 



Registration No. 30,427 



P.O. Box 1404 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1404 
(703) 836-6620 



Date: July 6, 2001 
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Attachment to Preliminary Amendment dated July 6. 2001 

Marked-up Claims 5, 7, 9, 11, 14, 15 

5. (Amended once) The nucleic acid molecule of [any one of claims 1 to 4] claim 1. 

wherein the hypersensitivity sequences (b) contain mutations resulting in a modified 
DNAse I hypersensitivity, SI hypersensitivity and/or altered interaction with transcription 
factors. 

7. (Amended once) A recombinant vector containing the nucleic acid molecular of [any 
one of claim 1 to 6] claim 1 . 

9. (Amended once) A recombinant host cell which contains a nucleic acid molecule 
according to [any one of claims 1 to 6 or the recombinant vector of claim 7 or 8] claim 1. 

1 1 . (Amended once) A pharmaceutical composition comprising a compound which is 
capable of regulating the expression of the MCP-1 gene by directly or indirectly interacting 
with the nucleic acid sequence (b) of [any one of claims 1 to 6 or the recombinant vector of 
claim 7 or 8] claim 1 . 

14. (Amended once) [Use of the compounds as defined in any one of claims 11 to 13 for 
the preparation of a medicament] A method for the treatment of atherosclerosis or cancer 
comprising administering an effec tive amount of the nucleic acid molecule of claim 1 to a 
patient in need of such treatment . 
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Attachment to Preliminary A mendment dated July 6, 2001 

Marked-up Claims 5, 7, 9, 11, 14, 15 

15. (Amended once) [Use] The method according to claim 14, wherein the cancer is a 
cervical carcinoma. 



